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That is to say, if a man were to purchase twenty-five camel
colts or forty kids or thirty calves, all under one year old,
or if the same were given to him as a gift and one complete
year passed from the time of acquisition, still no zakat
would be due on them until a year passed from the day
they became one year old.1 This is according to Muham-
mad Ibn al-Hasan and the last opinion of Abu Hamf ah. In
this connection Abu Yusuf is quoted as saying :

I went to see Abu Hamf ah and said to him: " What do
you say concerning a person who owns forty lambs (ha-
mal) ?" He said: " One grown sheep (shat) is due on
them." Then I said: " Perhaps the value of that one sheep
will equal that of most of the lambs or of all of them." He
reflected for a while and said: " No, one of the lambs is
taken." I said: "Are then lambs taken as zakat?" He
thought a while and said: " No, in that case nothing is due
on them."

Some of the doctors dismissed this story as too childish to
be true of Abu Hamfah. Others, however, objected to a
similar construction claiming that the report was too wide-
spread (of the mashhur type) to be set aside and that under
the circumstances the right thing to do was to explain the
matter as best they could. And so they said that Abu Ham-
fah was merely trying to see if Abu Yusuf, his disciple, had
learned the art of discussion and when he saw that he had,
he expressed the view he really believed in. Zufar's and
Malik's views are at one with the first view of Abu Hani-
f ah, but the views of Abu Yusuf and aljShafi'i agree with
his second view, namely, that the young pay zakat, but that
it is one of the young that is taken as such.2

1 Path, pp. 139-140.
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